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Lessons Learned from 2009 H1N1 flu pandemic

• PAPRs are great, but N95s are needed too

• Differences between N95s and facemasks

• Maintain the ability to fit-test staff

• Maintain a baseline of high-risk staff fitted for 
N95s

• Qualitative (Bitrex) fit testing for masses

• Maintain Portacounts for (Quantitative) fit 
testing
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Ability to fit test multiple people at 
one time



Fast forward to 2020

• Same policies in place, 

many staff did not maintain 

annual fit test

• Expired supplies

• Special Pathogens Team 

(SPAT), have advanced PPE 

training

• Dust off the equipment!
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Feb/March 2020

• Fit-testing of priority/high risk staff 

• In-person specialized donning/doffing 
training

• Use of expired supplies for fit testing

• Switch from Portacount testing to Bitrex

• Roving fit testers

• OSHA/LNI waivers

• 3 minute fit test?
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April 2020

• ~2000 staff fit tested

• Expanded to nearly all clinical staff

• Reuse of N95s, conservation strategies

• Wind down of fit testing, slowing to mid-May

• Refitting of new respirator available
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And a note on PAPRs –

• Lost inventory

• Expired filters, charged batteries

• Additional doffing procedures

• Reuse of PAPR hoods, centralized 
cleaning

• Staff preferences
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And the new normal continues!
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Thank you!

ekindred@uw.edu


